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The cover, ‘Anti-Social Distancing’ by Angela Swinn, featured in 
the exhibition Art in Lockdown in the Gallery in October 
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Some of the unusual pictures taken inside the Windmill during a 
photoshoot this summer by Sussex Film Office, a production Location 

Company in Arundel 
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ANNUAL REPORT 2020 
 
 
 
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
Chris Davidson  
 
What a year it has been! This year, 
2020, was to be an important one for 
the Society, our 60th Anniversary, which 
we had planned to celebrate, in style, 
with a Heritage weekend in June. In 
March we were also due to have the 
EGM to change our name to 
Rottingdean Heritage, something which 
has received wide support from our 
members and the village.  But all our 
plans went on hold on March 23rd with 
lockdown. 
 
At the outset of the COVID epidemic, it 
seemed then that all would be lost. 
True, we had to close the Gallery and 
cancel all the exhibitions for the 

remainder of the year. But once 
lockdown eased in mid-summer, we 
realised that there was a real impetus to 
move forward. Our stewards, in many 
ways the backbone of the Society, were 
approached and many were keen to 
return to their duties at The Grange.    
 
We were therefore able to open the 
Gallery at the end of July with a 
programme of local artists, put together 
at very short notice by our Director, 
Anne-Sara Odor. To open, we have 
ensured that we are complying with all 
the necessary COVID regulations, 
including the cleaning regimen used by 
the Council. 
 
We were also delighted at the interest 
that was shown when we re-opened the 
Windmill in July. The first Sunday 
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attracted nearly 100 visitors, almost all 
local, many of whom had never been 
before. We decided, therefore, to open 
the mill every Sunday until the end of 
September and had almost 500 visitors 
in all, an astonishing level of interest. In 
the light of this we will look to opening 
the Mill more often next summer, if we 
can attract more volunteers to assist us.  
If this appeals, please contact anyone 
on the committee (see page 15). 
 
We are now planning the activities of 
the Society for next year. We hope to 
hold the same programme of events 
that we had scheduled this year, 
regulations permitting. We will launch 
the new-look Rottingdean Heritage in 
the Spring, with a membership drive to 
attract some of the many families who 
have recently moved into the village. 
There will also be a Heritage weekend 
in the summer with a number of events 
at The Grange and the Windmill. 
 
The Nicholson project, to establish a 
room at The Grange dedicated to Sir 
William Nicholson and his talented 
family, is also moving forward. 
Members will recall the fascinating talk 
about the Nicholson glass panels at our 
AGM last year. We are in negotiations 
with the National Trust at Petworth, 
where they are currently stored, to take 
ownership of these unique artworks, 
which would form the centrepiece of the 
display.  This would, of course, require 
a complete re-think of the Museum and 
need significant additional funding to be 
raised. We have, however, established 

a number of very valuable contacts who 
are offering their support for this 
ambitious project. As there is no other 
museum in the country dedicated to 
William Nicholson, this could really put 
The Grange Museum on the map. 
 
There have been a number of changes 
to the committee this year. Ken Bodfish, 
who has been an invaluable source of 
help on planning issues, stood down 
earlier in the year. As well as all his 
experience in dealing with Brighton 
Council, he was also a good link with 
the South Downs National Park and all 
the organisations dealing with Beacon 
Hill.  
 
Ken’s place has been filled by Sue 
Jones as a new member of the 
committee. Members may remember 
the highly successful exhibition she 
held at the gallery last year with her 
husband, the jazz player Peter Ind. She 
also lives in the village and has an 
international reputation in fabrics and 
design, and her experience will be 
invaluable as we move forward in our 
artistic ambitions. 
 
Anne Johnson, our Treasurer, who has 
managed our finances so effectively for 
almost a decade has also resigned due 
to ill-health. As I mentioned last year, 
the success of the sales at the Gallery 
in the last few years, has meant a 
marked increase in the book-keeping 
which she managed most diligently. We 
are grateful for all the hard work that 
this involved, at a time when both she 
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and her husband had health problems. 
In her place we are delighted to have 
Sue Swinnerton, who lives in the village 
and has a long experience in the 
banking world. 
 
Sadly, too, we lose Anne-Sara Odor, 
who has resigned because of pressures 
of her work as an artistic designer. In 
her four years as Director, Anne-Sara 
has transformed the gallery and played 
a key role in the enormous success of 
the stained-glass exhibition last year 
and in our links with Petworth and the 
Nicholson panels. We wish her well in 
her new work and are delighted that she 
will continue to be a member of the 
Nicholson Working group. We will be 
advertising for a new Gallery Director in 
the near future. 
 
Finally, we say farewell to Marcus 
Bagshaw as our Museum Curator, and 
Mike Laslett, our Archivist, will step into 
this role. Over the course of nearly a 
decade, Marcus has created a series of 
varied and memorable exhibitions 
including those on St Aubyns School 
and Rottingdean Cricket Club, but he 
will perhaps be best remembered for 
Cinema By The Sea and the related 
exhibitions about Dora Bryan and Max 
Miller. His enthusiasm really revived the 
Society when it was at a low ebb, and 
his exhibitions boosted visitor numbers 
to the Grange considerably. The 
Society is very grateful for all the time 
and energy he put into making these so 
successful. 
 

SECRETARY’S REPORT 
Rowena Bennett 
 
The Annual Return for the period 1st 
May 2018 – 30th April 2019 was sent to 
the Charity Commission in November 
2019.  
 
This document consists of the Trustees 
Annual Report (TAR), the Annual 
Accounts for 2018-19 together with an 
Independent Examiner’s Report and 
details of the RPS Trustees. All the 
Executive Committee members are 
Trustees, in addition to four Custodian 
Trustees. The TAR covers the 
structure, governance and 
management of the RPS, its objectives, 
activities, achievements and 
performance and a financial review.   
 
The Annual Accounts and Independent 
Examiner’s Report were delivered by 
our new accountant Phil Woodgate of 
Woodgate Accounting Services in 
Newhaven. 
 
TREASURERS REPORT 
Susan Swinnerton 
 
At the close of business 0n 30 April 
2020 the Society had a trading profit of 
£12,354.  This was helped by an 
investment sale from Hargreaves 
Lansdown.  
 
Cash Funds and Investments.  Cash 
funds at 30-April-2020 were £12,354 
and the investments at 30-April-2020 
were £151,448. 
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RPS RESERVES POLICY. The ability 
of the Rottingdean Preservation 
Society (RPS) to operate and carry out 
its objectives as described in its 
constitution is wholly dependent on 
membership fees, donations and from 
operating activities and income from 
investments. 
 
In order to continue to operate 
effectively in connection with the 
property within the RPS portfolio having 
the greatest potential financial 
obligations, namely the Windmill, the 
Trustees on the recommendation of the 
Executive Board of the RPS consider 
that the Society should maintain free 
reserves of (£100,000) which will be 
held on deposit or in other readily-
realisable short-term investments 
managed by professional advisers and 
monitored by the Investment sub-
committee of RPS. 
 
 
THE GRANGE GALLERY 
Anne-Sara Odor 
Art Gallery Director 
 
Who knew what was around the 
corner? 
 
Sara Hill had only just opened her 
exhibition, celebrating 20 years at The 
Grange, but within a few days the 
building was closed, and we were all 
experiencing lockdown. However, on a 
much brighter note the gallery was able 
to re-open 3 days a week in August. In 
the garden Rafael Berrio exhibited a 

fascinating wood sculpture, and in 
September we had a collection of the 
village scarecrows. 
 
The RPS rose to the Covid-19 
challenge by supporting many local 
artists with a collection of 
exhibitions over the autumn. The year 
will end with an exciting Christmas Fair, 
featuring 10 new artists to the gallery 
from the 'pottersbarbrighton' art group. 
 

 
Fortunately, many of the artists who 
had planned to exhibit in 2020 will be 
exhibiting in 2021. A few local & familiar 
Rottingdean residents will be seen 
throughout the year. And from London 
the prestigious "Teepee" group of glass 
artists - 3 of which exhibited in the 
successful Burne-Jones glass 
exhibition 2019. It is exciting that the 
extremely popular 'Re-Threaded' group 
will be showing again with a new 
collection of tapestries, quilting and 
embroidery. 
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For the first time we invited 2 artists, 
who as individuals have previously 
exhibited in the Gallery, to curate an 
exhibition for the Artists Open Houses 
festival next year. The result is twelve 
artists, who knew nothing of the gallery, 
will be exhibiting for the first time, with a 
mix of painting, sculpture and ceramics 
including pieces displayed in our 
beautiful garden. We hope this will be, 
for them, the first of many visits to the 
Grange, along with their friends and 
families. 
 
In spite of everything 2020 has had a 
wonderful varied selection of 
exhibitions in which many will reflect the 
artists’ Covid-19 experience. 
 
We look forward to welcoming you all. 
 
 
GALLERY AND STEWARDS 
Rob Upward 
 
The events relating to the Gallery and 
Museum in 2020 can neatly be divided 
into three parts. 
 
PRE-COVID.  The year began with 
optimism and enthusiasm. The 
voluntary stewards made the very most 
of and contributed whole-heartedly to 
our January Information Afternoon at 
the Whiteways Centre; they are a 
wonderful group of volunteers, without 
whom this vital cultural facility in the 
village could not function.   
 

There was a full programme of 
exhibitions for the year ahead, 
organised by Anne-Sara Odor, our 
Artistic Director, with the Open House 
in May, and the second Schools 
Exhibition in October potentially the 
highlights. A new team of four support 
workers were in post to assist the work 
done by Anne Sara. Excellent new 
flooring had been laid in January in both 
the South Room and the Gallery. It 
looked like being a highly successful 
year. 
 

 
Art in Lockdown by Amanda Davidson 
 
COVID-19.   As the epidemic spread, 
and lock-down moved so swiftly from 
being a last resort to an inevitability, so 
all these plans were swept away. Full 
closure of the Gallery for an indefinite 
period of time became inevitable. All of 
the potential exhibitors for shows 
throughout the year had to pull out. For 
a while, it looked as if the first floor of 
The Grange would not reopen for the 
rest of the year. 
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LULL IN COVID-19.    During the 
summer, as the situation locally and 
nationally improved, we began to see 
that The Grange could possibly re-open 
in a limited way. All the stewards were 
contacted; some felt it was time to step 
down from a role many had carried out 
for several decades, and my personal 
thanks go to them; new volunteers were 
recruited.  
 
Over 30 of the new team of stewards 
attended a meeting at The Grange to 
hear plans for the remainder of the 
year. Anne-Sara managed nonetheless 
to set up a full programme of exhibitions 
starting in September.  
 
The Gallery and Museum re-opened in 
August for just three afternoons a week. 
The lock-down period gave us and Sue 
Swinnerton, our new Treasurer, in 
particular, time to re-assess the way we 
handle the financial part of our gallery 
affairs; a new till will contribute to better 
efficiency and reduced paperwork for 
stewards when it comes to sales of 
artists’ work and our own merchandise.   
 
As a committee, the unscheduled 
closure has given us the opportunity to 
evaluate the work of The Grange and 
explore in depth our hope of a 
Nicholson Gallery in the North Room. 
We can look forward once again with 
cautious optimism. 
 
 
 
 

GRANGE GARDEN 
Sue Backhouse 
 

 
 
Thanks to the dedication and hard work 
of the volunteers and gardening team, 
the Grange Gardens have flourished 
throughout the lockdown, wihere 
volunteers, generally working alone, 
were able to maintain the beds and 
undertake replanting once the heavy 
spring rains abated.  
 
With Spring, the ancient Acacia trees 
flowered magnificently, and the new 
Suffragette commemoration bed 
thrived, with its purple, white & green 
colours. In the Upper garden, the Holm 
oak bed was replanted with hydrangeas 
and the Stumpery given a complete 
overhaul.  
 
With the absence of visitors, it was 
possible to give the stonework and slate 
steps, such a feature of Gertrude 
Jekyll’s design, a thorough clean. 
We’ve also expanded our herb garden 
around the edge beds of the courtyard 
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with feverfew, dill, marjoram & 
rosemary. 
 
The Grange Tea Rooms reopened in 
July and were very popular, with visitor 
numbers well beyond expectations. In 
the front garden, a new creative artwork 
by Rafael Berrio aroused considerable 
interest, and in the Autumn, the hugely 
successful Village Scarecrow 
competition transferred to the Grange 
Garden and was an instant success. 
 
And all this gave the gardening team a 
further success with a Gold in the 
Southeast In Bloom Small Parks and 
Gardens Competition, and improved 
marks on their excellent performance 
last year. Congratulations to all involved 
in this outstanding achievement. 
 
We have been delighted that new 
volunteers have joined the Gardening 
team during the pandemic, and if you 
would like to join them, please contact 
me on 07802435510. Thank you!  
 
 
THE WINDMILL 
Colin Dellar 
 
Open days: The Mill was due to open in 
May but due to coronavirus all the 
advertised openings were cancelled but 
as the situation improved during the 
summer it was decided to restart the 
open afternoons and the first of these 
was 19th July. In order to get as many 
visitors as possible to the Mill it was 

then open most Sundays until its final 
opening on 27th September.  
 
In spite of our reduced opening days 
the total number of visitors was 
excellent and totalled 490.  Details of 
opening dates and times for 2021 will 
be posted on the village and Mill 
noticeboards and on the RPS website 
early in the New Year. 
 

 
 
During the Brighton Festival it is hoped 
to have an exhibition entitled ‘The 
Beating Heart of the Windmill’. The 
exhibition will be organised by artist 
Amanda Rosenstein Davidson and it is 
a celebration of the life of 
Liverpool/Brighton musician Tin-Tin 
who passed away suddenly in May 
2020. This exhibition, which will run for 
the four weekends in May, will be part 
of the Brighton Festival & Artists Open 
Houses and works will include 
paintings, projected slide shows, 
theatre performance, musical 
installation by various artists and a talk 
about living and working with Bi-polar. 
 
Private bookings: In late summer the 
Mill was used for a Harrods photo shoot 
for the Italian fashion producer Loro 



 12 

Plana, and we also organised a private 
visit for the Brighton and Hove Heritage 
Commission, both of these events 
bringing a useful financial benefit to the 
Society. We would be pleased to 
arrange, at no cost, a private visit to the 
Mill for any local societies, schools or 
organisations. 
 
Maintenance: During the year no major 
works have been needed but the usual 
minor repairs which are always ongoing 
have been carried out. The metal plate 
which surrounds the shaft on the 
outside of the Mill, has in places rusted 
through and this will be replaced next 
Spring. At the same time, we will renew 
a few steel bolts on the sweeps, do 
some general painting where 
necessary, and renew the netting at the 
back of the cap.     
 
 
MEMBERSHIP 
Barry Wright 
 
Challenging Times   This year we have 
dropped from 294 to 251 members: a 
drop of 15% over 12 months. This 
affects our already challenged financial 
position, especially with the loss of 
revenue during the ongoing healthcare 
crisis. It is clearly important that we 
need to urgently address this situation if 
the Society is to continue its work in the 
village.  

Despite this set back I remain hopeful 
that once we have relaunched as 
Rottingdean Heritage (subject to 

approval at the AGM) and reached out 
to potential new members who have a 
special place for Rottingdean in their 
hearts with a renewed message and 
purpose, that we can make some 
progress to increase our membership 
numbers and subsequently our 
revenue which will enable us to 
continue this fine Charity's work. 

Email remains the most efficient 
method to communicate to our 
members, but we still lack email 
addresses for over 80 members. The 
alternative, using hand-delivery or the 
post, is both expensive and time 
consuming, so please if you haven't 
done so already send me your email 
address: rpsmemsec@gmail.com so 
that we can use this method to 
communicate directly with you. 

Finally, I wish to thank all those who 
have renewed your membership or 
have recently joined us and continue to 
support us - a huge thank you to you all!   
 
HERITAGE AND CONSERVATION 
Mike Bennett –  
RPS CAG representative 
 
The most significant events affecting 
the conservation area over the past 
year concern the St Aubyn’s site. The 
planning permission issued by Brighton 
and Hove City Council in 2019 was 
upheld by the High Court and works 
commenced in the spring of 2020. Most 
of the later additions to the original early 
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19th century building have been 
demolished, with the chapel and 
pavilion retained. The Parish Council is 
taking the lead role in the village in 
monitoring the works and liaising with 
the developer and BHCC, which, as 
local planning authority, is ultimately 
responsible for enforcement and 
compliance. The first phase of the 
development to be carried out will be 
the conversion of Field House and other 
retained buildings and the construction 
of new dwellings to the west of The 
Twitten. 
 
Two other developments in the 
conservation area have resulted in 
proposals for the return to use of 
commercial buildings which have been 
empty for some time. The Old Bakery 
(behind The Black Horse) has been 
converted to residential use, and an 
application for planning permission has 
been made for the conversion of the old 
Lloyd’s Bank building at 55 High Street 
to residential accommodation. The 
elevation facing the highway will be 
retained and commercial use is 
proposed for the ground floor High 
Street frontage with residential 
dwellings at the rear.  
 
Following representations by the RPS, 
supported by the BHCC Conservation 
Advisory Group, on which the Society is 
represented, the developer refined the 
original somewhat ugly design of the 
southern elevation and the new 
proposal is more sympathetic to and in 
keeping with the conservation area. 

In addition to answering queries on 
conservation matters raised by 
members with the Chair, the Society’s 
activities on the heritage and 
conservation front have included the 
installation of the Quaker Burial Ground 
information board, the refurbishment of 
the wash house in Golden Square, and 
the acquisition of the red telephone box 
in Vicarage Lane. The promotion by the 
Society of its use as a book exchange 
was welcomed by the community, 
particularly during the closure of the 
library. 
 
ARCHIVES 
Mike Laslett 
 
The highlight of the year was the 
refurbishment of the South Room in 
order to display a selection of our 
extensive local history material on a 
permanent basis. Improvements 
included new lighting and flooring. The 
Copper family kindly produced a new 
display of their history. The room was 
opened in time for the annual 
“Treasures” exhibition in January. 
 
Acquisitions this year included an oil 
painting donated by the Thomas family. 
It had hung behind the bar of The Royal 
Oak for fifty years then spent another 
fifty years in a loft in Peacehaven. It was 
carefully cleaned to show the Royal 
Oak horse bus which ran between the 
inn and Brighton Station. It now hangs 
in the South Room. 
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A Churchyard Guide was produced, as 
was a short guide to War Graves 
produced for the VE Day anniversary. 
Queries have come from far and wide 
especially from those seeking their 
family history. This year our enquiries 
have included: 

- The Miller’s family, pupils at 
Seadowns, relatives of nuns, and family 
of the Black Rock Foundry. 

- Authors wanting information on 
Tudor Close Hotel, Kipling and 
Vicarage Gardens. 

-   People seeking locations such as a 
threshing machine (with Rottingdean 
Place helpfully in the background), and 
the whereabouts of Doctor’s Hill. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
Policemen inspecting a fallen plane 
in WW2 (from our Archive)
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEMBERS 2019 - 2020 
 
 
Chris Davidson – Chair                 
christopherdavidson@mac.com  
Rob Upward 
 
Rowena Bennett – Secretary 
rowena_lusty@hotmail.com                              
Treasurer 
2019/early 2020: Anne Johnson                                  
2020 – date: Susan Swinnerton 
Sue.swins@yahoo.com 
 
Barry Wright – Membership Secretary               
rpsmemsec@gmail.com 
 
Colin Dellar,  Sue Jones (since September 2020), and Ken Bodfish (retired 
early 2020)  
 
 

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS 
 
Anne-Sara Odor  Art Gallery Director (now retired)                            
annesara.odor@gmail.com  
                                                                                                                                   
Mike Laslett  Archivist and Curator                                                  
mikelaslett@ntlworld.com             
 
Marcus Bagshaw  Museum Curator (now retired)                       
marcusbagshaw@hotmail.com          
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The Phone box, dating from 1936, was acquired by the 
Preservation Society last year and has been a popular Book 

Swap during the epidemic 
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