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ROTTINGDEAN PRESERVATION SOCIETY 
 

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING, WEDNESDAY 25 SEPTEMBER 2019  
 

6.15 pm The Whiteway Centre Rottingdean 
 
 
 

1. Present 
Chris Davidson (Chair), Rob Upward, Ken Bodfish, Barry Wright, Rowena Bennett (Minutes) 
 
In addition 55 members attended including 3 new members who joined at the start of the meeting 
 
Apologies: Sue John, Margery Lees, Elizabeth Blackshaw, Anne Johnson, Colin Dellar, William Wright, 
Patsy Dixon 

 
2. Minutes of the 2018 AGM  

These were proposed for approval by Norman Cuddeford and seconded by Barbara Coligan and 
then signed by the Chair. 
 

3. Matters arising from the 2018 Minutes 
There were none.   
 

4. Presentation of the Annual Report for 2019 
Chair’s Report – Christopher Davidson 
 

The Annual Report had already been circulated to members in advance in accordance with the 
Society’s constitution in paper form and also by email where possible. The Chair checked that 
everyone attending had seen a copy and had an opportunity to read it and could ask questions; 
this year it had been decided to spend more time on considering future plans in 2020.  
 
The Chair made the following additional points: 

 He reminded everyone what a great success the exhibition “Inspired by Burne-Jones” 
had been and asked Elizabeth Lamont, one of the main organisers of the exhibition, to 
say a few words. She gave a short tribute to the success of the exhibition and thanked in 
particular Anne-Sara Oder, Rob Upward and the stewards, Anne Johnson for sorting out 
the sales after the event and Barry Wright for keeping the website and social media 
generally up to date.  She informed the meeting that the Worshipful Company of Glaziers 
and Painters of Glass had been impressed by it, and that Rottingdean has played a 
small part in keeping the art of stained glass alive 
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 The Chair then went on to inform the meeting that the Grange gardens had won a South 
and South East in Bloom Gold medal again and invited Sue Backhouse to say a few 
words. She described the work she and her team have done in planting the rear garden 
more in accordance with Gertrude Jekyll’s designs and plans, and said that the success 
of the gardens has encouraged the public to donate plants and money for plants.  

 The Chair moved on to talk briefly about the Windmill.  He said that it is very popular 
when it is open and invited the audience to volunteer to help with opening it more 
frequently in the summer months. 

 The Chair told the meeting about the imminent erection of a sign near the Quaker Burial 
Ground about its history and said that a visit by Historic England had been scheduled for 
October with a view to considering the Ground for listing.  The Chair thanked Jean 
Talbot for all her efforts with Historic England and John Loveridge for his work on the 
sign. 

 Moving on to the old Wash House in Golden Square the Chair informed the meeting that 
a new lease had been granted to the RPS by the Council.  

 
5. Looking Forward – 2020 

 
The Chair explained to the membership that 2020 will be the 60th anniversary of the founding of the 
Rottingdean Preservation Society and that the committee would like to mark the occasion.  One of 
the ideas is to change the name to make it more appealing, particularly to younger residents of the 
village. ‘Rottingdean Heritage Trust’ is one possible name; this generated discussion from the floor. 
Adrian Wood suggested ‘Rottingdean Heritage – Conserving, Enhancing, Enjoying’. Norman 
Cuddeford – ‘Onwards and Upwards’, Barbara Coligan suggested ‘Society’ rather than ‘Trust’, and 
Peter Gotham suggested moving to becoming an incorporated body.  The Chair confirmed that any 
change of name would need to be approved at an Extraordinary General Meeting. 
 

6. Membership 
 

In the Annual Report the Secretary had proposed an increase in the membership fee/s with effect 
from 2020. The Secretary proposed that the fees should be increased to £15/single and £20/ joint 
or, alternatively, £20 per household.  The comment from the floor was that the Society should go 
with whichever produces more income.   It was reported that leafleting houses across the village 
has not in the past produced more members.  Barry Wright said that the responses on social 
media to posts had increased and that the launch with a new name in 2020 should help. 
 

7. Thanks 

 
The Chair thanked Anne-Sara Oder, Mike Laslett and Mike Bennett for their hard work in 
2018/2019 alongside the committee. He paid particular tribute to Anne Johnson as Treasurer and 
also to Afshin Taraz for auditing the accounts each year pro bono.  He also acknowledged the 
contribution of Brian Wholey, chair of the RPS 2002 – 2009 who died earlier in 2019. 
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8. Presentation of Accounts 2018-2019 

There was a brief presentation by the Chair of the Accounts as examined which had been provided 
to members in advance of the meeting. The Chair advised the meeting that the investments are 
kept under regular review thanks to two members who provide their knowledge and experience pro 
bono to the Society. As there were no questions on the accounts, they were proposed for approval 
by Mike Bennett and seconded by John Cummins. 
 

9. Election of Executive Committee 
All the current committee members had agreed to stand again.  The following were proposed by 
John Blackman and seconded by Mike Coligan: Christopher Davidson (Chair), Anne Johnson 
(Treasurer), Rowena Bennett (Secretary) and committee members Ken Bodfish, Rob Upward, 
Colin Dellar, and Barry Wright. 
 

10. Election of Custodian Trustees 
The following were proposed by Barbara Coligan and seconded by Peter Gotham: Norman 
Cuddeford, John Blackman, Frank Wenstrom and Michael Greenslade 
 

11.  Valerie Whittle and Jean Talbot 
The Chair informed the meeting that Valerie had given long service to the Society both as Chair 
and also in respect of the maintenance of the Kipling Gardens. It had been agreed that she would 
step down from the committee and become a Vice-President of the Society.   In addition Jean 
Talbot had agreed to take over from John Cooper as President, John having also given many 
years of service to the Society.  The Chair thanked all concerned. 
 

12. Any other business 
As there was not any other business, the Chair thanked everyone for coming.  The meeting 
concluded at 8.30pm.   

 

 
  

 
 

 


