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Chairman’s	  Report	  
Chris	  Davidson	  
	  
This year has seen a series of landmark events, culminating in the recent high-profile Dora Bryan 
exhibition that featured in both the local and national media. But behind the scenes the year seems 
to have been dominated by repairs and maintenance, with a major repair on the Windmill, 
redecoration of the Gallery, major upgrade of the Fire Precautions and most recently repair to the 
flint walls of The Grange. Whilst some of these costs fall to the Council, the cost to us of repairing 
the Windmill has imposed significant strains on our financial resources this year, which is not 
reflected in the 2012-3 accounts. It underlines the need to seek additional financial support and to 
enlarge our membership. 
 
The Grange remains the focus of our everyday activities, and is a popular tourist site in the village 
throughout the year. With the glorious weather this summer, we have had even more visitors, 
attracted not just by the Museum and Library, but the Garden Tea rooms, where Lesley provides 
such an excellent service. We are grateful, too for Lesley’s support at our events throughout the 
year, including the Stewards garden party and exhibition previews. 
 
As I quickly realised after becoming Chairman, our presence at The Grange is only possible through 
the dedication of our Volunteers, with the Stewards, Keyholders and the Gardeners giving many 
hours of their time so freely. We conducted a survey of the Stewards earlier in the year, and one of 
the points that came through was the need for better communication. In addition to the Winter and 
Summer get-togethers, we have therefore arranged previews specifically for the Stewards before 
each of our Exhibitions, and this has proved popular.  
 
One of our objectives this year has been to raise the profile of our activities in the village, specifically 
to encourage more people to join the Society. The Exhibitions, particularly the publicity surrounding 
the recent Dora Bryan exhibition, have done much to further this, but other events such as the 
Mayor’s Garden Party in July (organised by Cllr. Linda Hyde) have also helped.  
 
In the Spring, we produced a colour Brochure – an illustrated and expanded version of the last 
Annual Report – which went to every household in Rottingdean, and this was well received. In July 
we also re-launched our website, which now contains up-to-date details of all the exhibitions in the 
Grange. It has already been visited by almost 1000 people in the three months since, illustrating the 
power of this medium to reach a wider audience, and we are very grateful to Lee Turner for his 
support in this. 
 
You will read all the details about the various Exhibitions this year later in the Report, but I want to 
pay tribute here to the many hours that Amanda Davidson as Gallery Organiser, and Marcus 
Bagshaw as Curator, have given to the Society to make these possible. We are very fortunate to 
have such enthusiastic and creative members in our organisation, and I see it as one of my 
important roles to support their projects, that do so much to enrich the experience in the Museum 
and Gallery. 
 
Next year, we have more plans for The Grange, both with the programme and the facilities. We 
have to upgrade the lighting in both the Gallery and Museum. Although this was renewed only 2 



years ago, the fittings have become increasingly unsatisfactory and need to be replaced. We intend 
to get specialist advice from various Museums about lighting before we proceed, so as to avoid 
such problems in the future. The Gallery has another full programme, and in the Museum, we plan 
exhibitions using the St Aubyns archive, and, to coincide with the planned Kipling Festival in the 
village, an upgrade of the Kipling Room using new material from the Brighton Museum archive. 
 
There have been changes to the Executive Committee since the last AGM, with the loss of both 
Derek de Young and Joan Griffiths. Derek has kindly agreed to continue to advise on specific legal 
matters, but we have not yet been able to find a new Membership Secretary. We have, however, 
been joined by Ken Bodfish, who brings much experience to the role of Planning, and Rob Upward, 
who will liaise with the new Rottingdean Tourism Committee. The Curator and Art Gallery Organiser 
have now become special Advisors to the committee, rather than full members. This releases them 
from some of the general administration of the committee, whilst retaining their key roles in activities 
at The Grange. 
 
This year has sadly seen the loss of two members who have contributed much to the Society over 
the years. Mike Smith, local historian and authority on Kipling, died earlier this year after a short 
illness. He was closely involved in setting up the Museum and was a constant source of reference 
on all matters relating to Rottingdean. Alex Sloggett who, with her husband Len, did so much to 
ensure the purchase and establishment of the Kipling Gardens also recently passed away just 
before her 90th birthday. We all enjoy the fruits of their endeavours today. 
 
Finally, I want to re-emphasise the need to increase our membership. We have had falling 
membership for some years now and if we are to continue all our activities, we do need to attract 
‘new blood’! The appointment of a new Membership Secretary is important, but so too is increased 
publicity within the community.  
 
There are currently many initiatives within the village that are raising the profile of Rottingdean; the 
new Tourist Board, the Music Festival, and events at the Terraces, to name but a few. I believe this 
is a good time for us to increase our presence by playing an active role in this movement, and to do 
this effectively we do need to enlarge our membership. If each RPS member or household could 
bring just one new member, it would go a long way to solving our problems. 
 
I continue to be very grateful for the support of all the Committee, who work tirelessly on your behalf 
to further the aims of the Society. As you will see, they have been very busy throughout the year, 
and their reports show the wide range of activities that the Society has been engaged in. We are 
grateful, too, for John Leech’s further article from the Rottingdean archives, which I hope will ensure 
you read this report to the end! 
 
Secretary’s	  Report	  
Barbara	  Coligan	  
  
The Annual Return for 2011-2012 was sent to the Charities Commission in February 2012.  The three 
parts of this document consist of the Trustees Annual Report, the Annual Accounts for 2011-2012 
together with an Independent Examiner’s Report and, the names and details of the RPS Trustees. All 
the Executive Committee Members are Trustees, in addition to 3 Custodian Trustees. The Trustees 
report covered the structure, governance and management of the RPS, its objectives and activities, 
achievements and performance and, a financial review. 
 
The revised RPS Rules that had been approved at the 2012 AGM were sent to the Charities 
Commission for approval. At that meeting, however, a member queried why Honorary Membership was 
not included in the revised Rules and another member requested that the original rule (Rule 3) on 
Honorary Membership should stand. The Executive Committee, at its meeting on 28th April 2011 had 
already agreed that the category of Honorary Member was no longer necessary.  
 



In response to this query at the 2012 AGM, the matter was discussed again at the Executive Committee 
meeting on 28th August 2013 and the Committee unanimously confirmed the simplified Rule 3, already 
agreed by the Charities Commission, that Honorary membership should not be retained.    
	  

Museum	  Report	  
Marcus	  Bagshaw 
 
As well as being my second year as museum curator, 2013 has been another busy and eventful year for 
the Grange Museum.  On the back of last year's exhibitions on Rottingdean author and playwright, Enid 
Bagnold, that saw Rottingdean hitting the national press, and Be-Dazzled! an exhibition of 1950's 
women's fashion opened by the legendary Beverley Sisters, this year I have had the pleasure of 
curating two very diverse and well received exhibitions.   
 
The first, Rottingdean Cricket Club - A Celebration! opened on the 6th July and ran to mid September. 
 The exhibition represented a small Sussex snapshot of the "Great Summer Game" and gave us the 
opportunity to focus on Rottingdean Cricket Club - one of the oldest in the country - and its place in the 
history of Sussex cricket.  
 
The earliest mention of cricket in Rottingdean is on a Lewes poster which announced –  
"This is to acquaint the Public that on Wednesday June 28th 1758 will be played at Rottingdean near 
Lewes, a great match at CRICKET for a guinea a man: Newick, Chailey, Lindfield and Hamsey against 
Lewes, Brighthelmstone and Rottingdean. The wickets to be pitched at 12 o’clock and the game to be 
played out".   
The game took place on Balsdean Flats, in the valley beyond the crest where the old Height Barn once 
stood. 
 
We are indebted to Rottingdean CC and Sussex CCC for the loan of items from their collections that 
enabled us visualize the early days of Sussex cricket and those who were its main protagonists.  The 
special preview of the exhibition, attended by over 50 members from Rottingdean CC, was opened by 
the distinguished actor Michael Jayston, who plays cricket for Rottingdean CC. To view photographs of 
this event and read more about the exhibition go to the RPS website, click on Grange Museum and 
select Archive. 
 
September saw the opening of a new exhibition celebrating the career of actress and musical comedy 
star Dora Bryan, who this year is celebrating her 90th birthday.  Dora and her family gave me unlimited 
access to the vast Dora Bryan archive comprising scrapbooks, costumes and the awards that Dora 
received throughout her massively successful 71-year career.  The result was "Dora Bryan, Miss 
Showbusiness - A Celebration!" which opened at the Grange Museum on 13th September, with a 
private view that was attended by Dora, her family, showbiz friends and members from the RPS.   
 
The BBC have been incredibly supportive of the exhibition with a radio interview on BBC Radio Sussex 
& Surrey on 12th September with myself and Dora's sons William and Daniel, as well as TV coverage of 
Dora at the private view which went out live on BBC South East on 13th September.  When asked what 
she thought to the exhibition she replied: "Excellent, the whole thing is so good.  It’s a great tribute, it 
really is"!  
 
Dora, who has become an entertainment legend, had an incredible 71 year career showered with 
honours, including the British Academy Award which she received for her performance in the film A 
Taste of Honey in 1962, the Olivier Award in 1994 for her outstanding performance in Harold 
Pinter's The Birthday Party, and in 1996 Her Majesty The Queen conferred on Dora the Order of the 
British Empire for her distinguished and outstanding services to entertainment. Many of her long list of 
successes feature in memorabilia displayed in the exhibition, along with the Red Book, presented to her 
when she featured not once, but twice, on “This is Your Life” - a rarity even amongst celebrities.  
 
Our new website includes full details of the exhibition, from where you can also listen to the Dora Bryan 
radio interview and watch the TV coverage. Click on Grange Museum and select Dora Bryan when 



visiting:  www.rottingdeanpreservationsociety.org.uk .	  
	  

Grange	  Gallery	  Report	  
Amanda	  Davidson	  

Stepping into Barry Hinchliff's shoes as Art Gallery Organiser has been a pretty daunting task!  For 
twenty years Barry has coordinated and hung thousands of artists’ works, and yet still managed to teach 
full time, and have a career as a painter. He is an inspirational Artist and a kind, generous man. We 
thank him hugely for his selfless work for The Grange and the Artists he has helped. 
 
This year will have seen 16 exhibitions in the newly painted gallery. There have been four group shows, 
including two in the Brighton Artist Open Houses, three two-person shows, six one-man shows and 
exhibitions by three Clubs. These included one from the students of the Whiteway Centre who showed 
100 paintings back in February. 
 
Highlights of the year have included one first-time exhibitor, George Antoni, who is now successfully 
selling his abstracts on the Saatchi on-line gallery, and two stunning photographic shows. Particularly 
evocative was Bob Webzell’s ‘African Dream’ with stunning images from his work with the tribal villagers 
of East Africa. We were also privileged to have Slade artist, John Avis, exhibit a retrospective of 50 
years of his work. 
 
Every single artist spends months preparing for their exhibitions from the moment they make their 
booking at The Grange, and each show they present is unique, so the space they exhibit in is important. 
The artists have all reported this year about how more spacious and elegant the space feels since we 
redecorated, and next year we hope to continue the upgrade with new lighting. 
 
We have full bookings for most of 2014 and some for 2015, showing that the Gallery remains a popular 
venue with artists. We are encouraging the involvement of the local artistic community, and particularly 
the children, with activities such as Smugglers Night, and during the planned Kipling Festival in June we 
are holding an exhibition, 'Inspired by Kipling', with artists invited to contribute on a Kipling theme. We 
also plan an illustrated story on Tudor Close, and a much overdue look at our once resident artist 
William Nicholson. 
 
Publicity is important, and the newly launched website gives us a good platform to reach a wider 
audience. We have been very fortunate to have the help of Russell Kitchen in liaising efficiently with 
artists to ensure that information and illustrations are posted promptly on the website with notifications 
on Facebook and Twitter. I am also contributing regularly in the Rottingdean News and Deans 
magazine to maintain our profile in the village, as well as the Brighton Arts Directory, to reach further 
afield. 
 
Rottingdean	  Windmill	  
Colin	  Dellar	  	  	  

 
Maintenance. During the summer the new bearing plate, which takes most of the weight of the sweeps 
and shaft was installed. This meant that the sweeps had to be removed and hydraulic jacks were used 
to raise the shaft. Whilst the sweeps were alongside the Mill all the bolts were replaced with stainless 
steel bolts, preservative was painted on the woodwork and this should ensure that the sweeps are in 
good condition and trouble free for many years to come. 
 
A reporter and cameraman from the BBC South East news team came to cover the removal of the 
sweeps and this provided some useful publicity for Rottingdean. It was unfortunate that the programme 
gave the impression that the National Lottery was meeting the considerable cost of these repairs 
whereas in fact it was funded by the RPS. 
 



The total work at the Mill over ran by about 2 weeks but this gave us time to carry out routine 
maintenance in parts of the Mill, including the sweeps, to which access is often difficult. It is hoped that 
the work that has been carried out this summer will ensure that our ‘Mill on the Hill’ will be in excellent 
condition for many years to come. 
 
One evening in early summer a considerable amount of graffiti was sprayed on the base of the Mill but 
we are very grateful to B&HCC for the swift action they took to ensure that it was removed by the 
following day.  
 
Community events. During the summer we were pleased to welcome the two Woodingdean Brownie 
packs for an evening visit and a private visit was also arranged for some of the pupils from Longhill 
School. We are always very happy to arrange special viewings of the Mill for local schools, societies 
and organisations. 
 
Open days and exhibitions. The total number of visitors was much lower this year than in previous 
years and this was partly due to the poor weather that we experienced on some of our open days. Next 
year we are hopeful that we will have our fifth Contemporary Art Exhibition that will coincide with the 
Brighton Festival in May and if we are successful with these arrangements then full details will be 
published in Rottingdean Village News. As always, grateful thanks go to the stewards who look after the 
Mill on open days and provide a welcome to our visitors. 
	  
Kipling	  Gardens	  
Valerie	  Whittle	  
	  
The Weather:  As ever, the weather has played a significant part in the development of the Kipling 
Gardens this year.   The very cold winter caused a late start to growth, followed by an extremely hot 
March and then cold wetness which caused a late start which promoted somewhat rampant growth but 
little flowering.   More equable weather followed with late blossoming. 
   
The Dovecot: Finally, early in the New Year the dovecot was fixed in place, with the roof on and 
painted.   It has been much admired and is a very attractive addition to the Gardens.   The bed 
underneath was prepared but Evan had to wait for planting as the new shrubs and perennials were very 
slow to arrive.  However, they were looking very mature by the end of the season.  A hedge of berberis 
has been planted beside the coach house to stop visitors walking on to the bed. 
 
Rose Garden:  The narcissi bloomed late but when they came they were a fine sight.   However, the 
rose bushes developed more leaf than flowers because of the intense rain and have been rather 
disappointing this year.   Evan has ordered two new roses; Just Joey and Royal William to replace 
those that have not flourished. 
 
Croquet Lawn:  Recycled galvanised steel railings were put up in early summer and are a great 
success.   They look very attractive, prevent balls from going off the lawn, and deter visitors from 
invading the court.  We are grateful to Richard Harris, whose balcony overlooks the lawn, for his 
vigilance when the gardens are closed. 
 
The bed to the west of the Croquet Lawn which was planted up two years ago, really came into its own 
and was very attractive throughout the year.   Most spectacular were the laburnum trees and Perovskia, 
the Russian Sage, with its silver stems and purple flowers made a dramatic appearance.  
 
The lawns required watering for part of the summer to keep them growing and to make play possible.   
The Club was, as always, over-subscribed with many of the new members receiving coaching and 
showing good potential for the game. Evan is now at work on the annual treatment of the lawns, 
scarifying, tining, top-dressing, seeding and fertilising. 
 
Wild Garden:  The wild meadow planted at the east end of the Wild Garden showed a very wide variety 
of wild flowers and was an entrancing sight.  



 
Tours:  Once again, tours have proved popular and Rob Upward has been a most appreciated 
organiser for all of these.  
   . 
Bees:  A large number were present throughout the Gardens all through the summer. Surprisingly, 
some set themselves up with a queen around a shrub on the north border and created a hive, with 
honeycombs.  Chris Davidson came in his bee-keeper gear, boxed up the bees and took them to one of 
his empty hives. 
 
Equipment:  The City Council repaired and re-varnished all the benches this year as well as repairing 
the Gazebo and replacing the north gate with a fine new oak one. 
 
Display Cabinets in The Grange:  These three cabinets in the foyer of The Grange have been taken 
over for the Windmill, the Kipling Gardens and The Preservation Society.   The two which are complete, 
the Windmill and the Gardens have proved of considerable interest. And it is hoped to complete the 
central section before the end of the year. 
 
Awards:  The Gardens were awarded the Green Flag for the eighth year in succession. Once again the 
Gardens were entered for the South & South East in Bloom competition and received a Gold Award.  
Harold Williams gave us two new leaflet holders to use for display in the Gardens to show the Kipling 
Gardens leaflet and that for Rottingdean Village. The judge’s report is as follows: 
 
This is a well laid-out and established Garden serving as an oasis in the centre of Rottingdean. 
 
Standards of maintenance are generally high and there is an infra-structure of flint-knapped walls which 
add to the charm and serve to divide the Garden into separate ‘rooms’. 
 
Some new planting e.g. by Dovecote and Croquet Green were shown and a wide variety of plants were 
noted. 
 
Signage and paths were in good condition and the use by the Community for events, visits, talks was 
mentioned. 
 
The involvement of the Local Preservation Society together with the ‘Friends’ Group makes this Garden 
an asset. 
 
 
	  



Planning	  Report	  
Ken	  Bodfish	  
 
The Society has continued to monitor Planning Applications within Rottingdean and make appropriate 
representations where it is felt a proposal would run counter to the character of the village.   We work 
closely with the Parish Council and also directly to the two relevant Planning Authorities; Brighton & 
Hove City Council and the South Downs National Park Authority.   Further, we are ably represented by 
Arthur Collins on the Conservation Advisory Group of the City Council, which enables us to comment on 
wider conservation matters affecting Brighton and Hove. 
 
Issues, which have caused us particular interest in the recent past, have been proposals that could 
have consequences for Beacon Hill and the Windmill in particular.   The Society, together with the City 
and the National Park, objected to a development in Sheep Walk, which it was felt would have a 
detrimental impact given its proximity to the National Park and the Windmill.  This is currently under 
appeal to the Planning Inspectorate.  We have also sought to keep abreast of proposals for the Pitch 
and Putt site on Beacon Hill and await further developments before there is any clarity as to the future of 
this important location contiguous to the Nature Reserve. 
 
Of significant interest and potential concern are developments that may take place within the curtilage of 
the St. Aubyns School site not only in terms of the existing playing fields but also the built-up part of the 
site between The Twitten and the High Street.  We shall keep in contact with the Parish Council on this 
as with other matters. These have included the Disabled Access Ramp on the Seafront Terraces and 
street lamps within the village.  The Parish is in discussion with the City Council regarding the possibility 
of erecting more uniform ‘heritage’ lamp-stands’ within at least the central core of the village and we 
expect to be contacted on this in due course. 
 
As was reported in the last Annual Report, the Parish Council is going through a consultation process in 
relation to the formulation of a Neighbourhood Plan.  A survey has been conducted and the Council has 
asked for a meeting with RPS to discuss aspects of the results of that survey that are of key interest to 
us.  We will continue to ensure that a conservation perspective is embedded in that Plan. 
 
The focus of our work with regard to Planning is to protect and enhance the Rottingdean Conservation 
Area and the village in general. Help from colleagues within the Society is more than welcome. 
 


