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July 2019 – July 2020
– a year like no other!

• For The Grange garden the late summer of 2019 saw record numbers 
of visitors, both to enjoy the horticultural and to partake in the excellent 
fare of our tea garden. An outdoor production of “The Importance of 
Being Earnest” played to capacity audiences  during the balmy evenings 
of August. As Autumn drew on, the tea gardens closed but still visitors 
enjoy strolling through the gardens watching the colours change. The 
garden was finally put to bed for the winter – but not for long as the 
mildness of the weather produced an early Spring. Bulbs and spring 
flowering held their own against the nigh-on incessant rain – until 
March saw drier, warmer days. Just as we were preparing for a new year 
of visitors old and young – lockdown!

• As The Grange site is owned by Brighton & Hove City Council 
(although leased to the Rottingdean Preservation Society) it was shut to 
the public – with no idea of when it could re-open. We, the gardeners, 
swiftly took the decision that we weren’t prepared to see 14 years of 
work disappear into a wilderness so plans were hatched. Sue, our main 
gardener, continued to work as she could do so safely. Two volunteers 
who lived close-by used their daily exercise time to come in to help.  
Gradually as restrictions eased, three other volunteers joined in. Thanks 
to the size of the garden, everyone could garden safely – even coffee 
breaks were held with suitable social distancing! We decided to use the 
enforced closure as positively as possible – we took the time to move 
shrubs, inspect the trees for potential infections, re-plant tired areas, 
renovate hard landscaping, reseed lawns… And the garden flourished! 
Many villagers would crane over the tea garden wall to get a glimpse of 
the spectacular iris display and we managed to share other highlights 
through social media, doubling our followers on Instagram. There are 
plans to re-open the gardens and tea garden on Sat 18th July – and the 
gardens will be ready to welcome everyone. 



Section A – Horticulture, 
Gardening & Conservation

• In February 2020 we heard that City in Bloom (Brighton’s own 
competition) had shut down. Whilst very saddened by this, we 
were delighted when they awarded us funds from their 
remaining capital as past winners. This money was earmarked for 
5 main projects – replanting our lavender bed, renovating the 
stumpery, redesigning the sculpture bed, raising our headstone 
and adding a specimen plant to our new hot bed. Lockdown 
however stymied these plans as acquiring plants was nearly 
impossible. Eventually we found new Lavendula Hidcote to 
replace our 14 year old ones in the tea garden. But we have 
managed to only partially implement the other projects – either 
we can’t source the plants or we (the gardeners) can’t work 
closely enough due to social distancing to be able to undertake 
the work. Different challenges!



Section A - continued

• However in the tea garden we have removed old shrubs and replanted areas of the Holm 
Oak bed with shrubs from other parts of the garden, including a selection of hydrageas. A 
local resident donated an array of plants to enhance the hot bed. Sue has continued to sell 
excess plants from The Grange to her clients which will give us vital funds for new plants, 
aggregates & tools as there is no funding for this from our parent organisation due to their 
lack of income caused by COVID. We’ve taken the opportunity of no visitors to re-seed the 
lawns. The irises and roses have been abundant this year, so clearly enjoyed their extra 
attention of last autumn. 



Section A -
continued

• In the courtyard, the Paeony bed 
has flourished, with the new 
climbing roses against the house 
and back wall establishing well.  
With the absence of tea tables, we 
have been able to keep the Lutyen’s
slabs and steps clear of weeds, 
which prevents the stones from 
deteriorating. We’ve bought a 
granite slab on which to stand our 
headstone (which used to be part of 
the village water trough) so it is 
now visible behind all the plants 
which have grown up since it was 
first installed. We’ve also expanded 
our herb garden around the edge 
beds of the courtyard with feverfew, 
dill, marjoram & rosemary. 
Additionally one of the volunteers 
has taken advantage of lockdown to 
commandeer the area at the top of 
the Lutyen steps to grow salad 
plants- she has no space to grow 
them at home!



Section A - continued

The North Walk has benefitted from extra care of 
the slabs, with the composters being ready early 
for emptying probably thanks to the excess rain. 
Sadly our water butts still haven’t been installed –
just as we had received all necessary agreements, 
the council furloughed the department who grant 
permission!

As part of the renovation of the sculpture bed, we 
have relaid the surrounding slabs so they lay flat 
and in the correct position. Compost has been 
added around the edge to hold them in place and 
encourage the lawn to abut them. We decided 
not to purchase bedding plants or plant the 
containers this year as there were no visitors, plus 
it saved our scant resources for long term 
projects. The ancient Acacia trees flowered far 
stronger than in recent years – we suspect the 
mixture of heavy rain and less polluted air might 
have contributed.



Section A -
continued

• The front garden beds 
have continued to fill-out –
the newly installed 
Suffragette commemoration 
bed is thriving with its purple, 
white & green colours.
• We have decided to allow 
our cloud hedge to grow out 
this year (as no visitors it 
doesn’t matter if it looks 
unkempt). Last year part of it 
suffered from our 
neighbour’s building works, 
so we’re hoping it can grow 
sufficiently to rebalance it.



Section B - Environment

• One advantage of the lockdown is not to have to control dog 
fouling or litter! However, the lack of human visitors has meant an 
influx of animals, birds and insects. Blue tits nested in our wisteria, 
sparrows in the cloud hedge, our resident robins are bolder than 
ever and a woodpecker has taken to hammering his message on 
our holm oak. The renovation of the stumpery is due to its success 
in attracting and sustaining its insect population. The original lower 
layers of  wood are collapsing as they decompose, requiring gentle 
rebuilding without disturbing the inhabitants. Hopefully the 
Autumn will see a relaxation of social distancing so we will be able 
to do this. Foxes keep their appearances to the night, due to our 
volunteers being able to bring their dogs to garden with them. 
However the badgers did not make their usual winter appearance 
in the garden via the smugglers’ tunnels this year – apparently it 
was too mild for them to need to take deep shelter in the tunnels 
this time.



Section B -
continued

The heavy Spring rain meant our composters 
sped up their process so we were able to 
empty twice as much as usual. Not only could 
we give many beds an additional boost, but 
we have had sufficient home-made compost 
to bed in new or transferred plants. 
We have struggled to find plants which grow 
happily next to our Holm Oak due to the acidic 
impact its blossom and leaves have upon the 
soil. We have cultivated a bed of Ophiopogon 
Nigrescens on one side, and this year saw our 
new Eryngium display flourish.  



Section C – Community 
Participation

• In the late Summer & Autumn 2019 the gardens were 
alive with our local community (and visitors) as usual! Teas, 
parties, wakes, school trips, inter-generational family 
gatherings, theatre (“The Importance of Being Earnest”), 
art classes, pre-school get-togethers - all enjoyed the 
gardens. Summer 2020 saw a select group of our volunteer 
gardeners (and their dogs) revelling in the peace and quiet. 
But for many of these volunteers, The Grange garden gave 
them a purpose to the daily monotony of lockdown and a 
chance to chat to other volunteers. It gave those with no 
garden or a tiny patch hemmed in by other households a 
space to relax and listen to the birdsong. And for those 
whose homes had welcomed back grown up children and 
their families, it gave them peace and tranquility. Our usual 
volunteer group is a dozen strong – there are now 6 of us, 
but often others join us “virtually” for coffee to see how the 
garden is developing and to hear the gossip! Some of our 
volunteers have given far more hours than usual, which is 
why the gardens are ready to welcome back visitors –
admittedly in a socially distanced manner. 



Section C -
continued

As so many of our usual visitors from our 
community haven’t been able to visit the 
garden, so we asked one of our volunteers 
(who’s a keen photographer) to keep a 
visual record of everything. We have been 
posting on Instagram and The Grange’s 
own website – plus intend to put up 
photos in The Grange itself (when it re-
opens) to show what has been 
happening. We have received so many 
messages from people saying they are 
missing The Grange garden and can’t wait 
to return…
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